ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., SUITE 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 

PHONE (602) 364-1 PET (1738) FAX (602) 364-1989 

VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


If there is an issue with more than one veterinarian please file a 
separate Complaint Investigation Form for each veterinarian 


PLEASE PRINT OR TYPE 


FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 


Date Received: Tune 19,2042 Case Number: 2a- IAL 


A. THIS COMPLAINT IS FILED AGAINST THE FOLLOWING: 
Name of Veterinarian/CVT: Maya Bellapianta 
Premise Name: BellaVet Mobile Veterinary 
Premise Address: 
City; —~C‘éStct#@”@3 Lae C#Ziip Coda: 
Telephone: 


B. INFORMATION REGARDING THE INDIVIDUAL FILING COMPLAINT: 
- Fabrizio Cali 


Cell Telepho: 


Home Telephone: 


*STATE LAW REQUIRES WE HAVE TO DISCLOSE YOUR NAME UNLESS WE CAN SHOW THAT DISCLOSURE WILL 
RESULT IN SUBSTANTIAL HARM TO YOU, SOMEONE ELSE OR THE PUBLIC PER A.R.S. § 41-1010. IF YOU HAVE 
REASON TO BELIEVE THAT SUBSTANTIAL HARM WILL RESULT IN DISCLOSURE OF YOUR NAME PLEASE PROVIDE 
COPIES OF RESTRAINING ORDERS OR OTHER DOCUMENTATION. 


C. PATIENT INFORMATION (1): 


Name: Bimba 
Breed/Species: Cat 
Age: 3 weeks Sex: Female Color: Grey 


PATIENT INFORMATION (2): 

Name: 

Breed/Species: 

Age: Sex: CCl: 


D. VETERINARIANS WHO HAVE PROVIDED CARE TO THIS PET FOR THIS ISSUE: 
Please provide the name, address and phone number for each veterinarian. 
Maya Bellapianta https://www.bellavet.com/ 480516831. It is a mobile vet we don't 
have the address 


E. WITNESS INFORMATION: 
Please provide the name, address and phone number of each witness that has 


direct knowledge regarding this case. 


lrina Kudosova 
where the service has been performed) 


(this is the address 


Attestation of Person Requesting Investigation 


By signing this form, | declare that the information contained herein is true 
and accurate to the best of my knowledge. Further, | authorize the release of 
any and all medical records or information necessary to complete the 


investigation of this case. 


Signature: — 
f 


Full text 


My wife (Irina Kudosova living ate eee ound a Stray cat 


with 3 newborn kitten (2 girls, 1 boy) and she bring all of them home to take care of them. We 
(| am the husband, but we live in separate house, | live in the Mesa address | wrote earlier) 
decided to find a vet to do a check on them. ! noticed the Bellavet mobile vet truck in my 
apartment complex and so we gave a call and setup an appointment for May 26th. Dr. 
BellaPianta came that day and she seemed professional and well skilled. She found an ongoing 
infection on all the cats and she suggested an antibiotics for all of them. She gave us Amoxicillin 
liquid SOmg NDC 0781 6041 46 and we started to give to the cats. She gave us the Amoxicillin 
directly not through a pharmacy. We still have it and it is a bottle with a label with all the data 
of the patient and the doctor. Unfortunately one of the kitten girl got worse (not eating, 
constipation, lethargy) and so we decided to bring her to an emergence vet and exactly 
Thursday June 16th at 7:00 pm at Blue Pearl 3110 E Indian School Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85016. The 
doctor there found an abscess in the anal region and even told that because she was getting 
antibiotics since one week, it could be hard for her to recover. But he suggested to try a new 
antibiotic and see how it goes (Clavamox). The doctor suggested to follow up with our regular 
vet and so the morning after we sent the discharged paper to Dr. BellaPianta that she 
suggested to come to visit the cat and we said yes. We asked at what time she could come and 
she told 45 minutes from now (it was around noon). We started to wait but at 2:30 pm she did 
not arrive yet. We sent a text and she answered that she got caught up in something but she 
will soon leave and come to us. At 5:00 pm still nothing so we text again and she answered 
around 6/6:30 pm telling us she was doing gas and she was 30 minutes from us. At 8 pm 
nothing yet and we began to be a little bit annoyed so | told my wife that if she doesn't show up 
at 10pm to text her and cancel the appointment (it was already 7 hours late). At 9 pm we saw 
the mobile vet truck entering in the apartment complex and park close to our apartment. But 
she did not go our from the truck for at least other 20 minutes. At that point we saw her 
walking around the truck and examine it. We thought something was broken and so we went 
out from the apartment and go there eventually to help. She initially did not recognize my wife 
and at our surprise we found Dr. Bellapianta acting weird: she was talking weird, she did not 
seem logic and normal, she was walking like a bot and we smell alcohol. Definitely she was not 
the same person came before but she was definitely under influence (we are not doctors so we 
cannot be sure if she was only drunk or under substances influence but she was not okay). She 
was telling things without sense, and we did not trust her judgement at all, therefore we told 
clearly her that something was wrong and we could not let check our cats. She told she was 
only tired and the heat was killing her but honestly it was not only being tired there was. 
something else. At that point my wife to avoid any escalation, told her to send the invoice for 
the visit and.leave. My wife went back to the apartment. Dr. Bellapianta did not leave the 
complex for another 1 hour and my wife told a neighbor to go to check if she was okay but she 
was in the back of the truck and she stayed there for at least 30 minutes. After a while my wife 


noticed her walking on the sidewalk (like looking for something) in an erratic way for other 20 
minutes. Then she went back to the truck, my wife also called the police because she was 
definitely not able to drive but she left before the police arrived but there were looking for the 
truck around. She was definitely not okay. We are complaining about the delay (7 hours late), 
but we were shocked that she was acting like she was and she was high for sure. Luckily we did 
not let visit the kitten but she could put them in danger. Honestly, we don't even know at this 
point if the antibiotic that gave us at the first visit was legit but it is strange the cat got worse 
for a simple infection (at the end the kitten died unfortunately because the level of infections 
was too high). We are not accusing Dr. Bellapianta to kill our cat (unless the Amoxicillina was 
not legit) but surely we complaint about her behavior 


V/ e Flynn Carey ; 
MITCHELL J STEIN Board Certified Specialist in Administrative Law, 
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ATTORNEYS AT LAW 2600 N. Central Ave., Suite 1000 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
MSCCLaw.com 
August 15, 2022 
VIA EMAIL 


Victoria Whitmore (victoria. whitmore @vetboard.az.gov) 


Tracy Riendeau, CVT (tracy.riendeau@vetboard.az.gov) 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


1740 W. Adams  St., Suite 4600 


Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Re: Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
License No. 6367 
Case Nos. 22-03 and 22-136 
Dear Victoria: 


As you know, this firm represents Maya Bellapianta, DVM (“Licensee”) in relation to 
the above cases. Thank you for giving us an extension to respond to the complaints. 


Background on Licensee 


Licensee has been licensed by the Board since 2014. She has been involved in 
‘ veterinary medicine since 2004, when she took a position as a veterinary assistant. She worked as a 
vet assistant throughout her undergraduate degree, and ultimately received her degree in 2013 from 
Oregon State University. From 2014-2016, she worked as a veterinarian at Aztec Animal Hospital and 
then Scottsdale Cat Clinic. In 2016, she opened her own business, Bella Vet, and added a mobile 
clinic in 2017. A copy of her curriculum vitae is attached hereto as Exhibit 1. 


As the Board and staff are aware from the previous meeting, Licensee is presently on 
an interim suspension, with instructions to obtain an evaluation. She is in the process of identifying 
an appropriate provider for that evaluation. 


Complaint No. 22-03 


This Complaint involves an allegation that Licensee was brought to 
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Regarding the questions being asked by the Board, Licensee has responded, below, to 
the Board’s questions included in the Complaint form. We have reproduced those below, in italics. 


1. Please provide a detailed personal statement regarding the allegations. 
Please see the above discussion concerning the allegations. 


2. Have you provided veterinary medical services under the influence of 
prescription medications, illegal narcotics and/or alcohol? If so, please provide a detailed summary of 
each situation and what substance you had taken prior to providing veterinary medical services. 


Licensee has not provided veterinary services under the influence of any substance. 


3. Have you sought help for substance abuse problems? If so, please explain and 
provide any and all documentation supporting this. 


4. Are you under the care of a physician for any medical condition(s)? If so, please 
explain why, what medications have been prescribed and treatment offered. Also, please complete 
the forms provided for any and all health care professionals that have provided treatment to you. 


ad 


-Victoria Whitmore 
Tracy Riendeau,.CVT 
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5. - Are you under the care of a therapist, counselor or other behavioral health care 
‘professional? Is so, please explain -why,:what medications have been prescribed and treatment 
offered. Also; please complete the forms poses for any and.all health:care. professionals that have: 
provided treatment to you. 


Victoria Whitmore 
Tracy Riendeau, CVT 
August 15, 2022 
Page [5 


ToL onc resem Roe eee z a 
Sr Erte So EI Te yey et i a 


6. Are your health care professionals and/or behavioral health.care professionals 
aware of a potential substance abuse problem? 


7. Have you ever called in, written a prescription, or ordered medication for 
yourself using your pets’ name, a family member’s pet, client’s pet or staff member’s pet, with 
intentions to personally use the prescription medication? If so, please explain, how, what, why, when 
and where the incident(s) occurred. 


No. 
8. Have you taken controlled substances and/or prescription only medications 


from a veterinary premise for personal use? If so, please.explain, how, what, why, when and where 
the incident(s) occurred. 


Upon advice of counsel, Licensee is asserting her right to remain silent concerning her 
alleged She unequivocally denies diversion of benzodiazepines. 


Arizona law holds that a Licensee is legally permitted, without penalty, to assert her 
right to remain silent. The general rule is that one cannot be penalized for invoking her right to 
remain silent. Spevack v. Klein, 385 U.S. 511, 515, 87 S. Ct. 625, 628 (1967). The Supreme Court 
expanded this to administrative/civil proceedings. Lefkowitz v. Turley, 414 U.S. 70, 77, 94S. Ct. 316, 
322, 38 L. Ed. 2d 274 (1973) (emphasis added). “[A] State may not impose substantial penalties 
because a witness elects to exercise his Fifth Amendment.” Lefkowitz v. Cunningham, 431 U.S. 801, 
805, 97 S. Ct. 2132, 2135-36, 53 L. Ed. 2d 1 (1977). A “penalty” is any sanction that makes the 
assertion of the right costly. Spevack, 385 U.S. at 515, 87 S. Ct. at 628. This includes loss of a 
professional license. Id.; see also Wohlstrom v. Buchanan, 180 Ariz. 389, 391, 884 P.2d 687, 689 
(1994). 


Arizona case law applies the Supreme Court’s Spevack matter to licensed healthcare 
professionals: “a person cannot be penalized with a loss of his license or dismissal from public 
employment because he refuses to waive his Fifth Amendment privilege against self-incrimination.” 
Athans v. Arizona State Bd. of Dental Examiners, 126 Ariz. 6, 8, 612 P.2d 57, 59 (Ct. App. 1980) (citing 
Spevack). Other jurisdictions hold in accord. See, e.g., Alsager v. Bd. of Osteopathic Med. & Surgery, 
196 Wash. App. 653, 662 n.3, 384 P.3d 641, 645 n.3 (2016) (“Alsager asserts that the Board's 
requirement that he testify and produce patient records constituted compulsion because it would 
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impose penalties on him, among them revocation of this medical license, if he failed to comply. We 
agree with Alsager on this point.”); Devous v. Wyoming State Bd. of Med. Examiners, 845 P.2d 408, 
417 (Wyo. 1993) (“a suspension of his license based solely on his exercise, in the course of an agency 
proceeding, of his privilege against self-incrimination found in the Fifth Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States is unlawful. We agree, and we find several decisions of the 
Supreme Court of the United States to be persuasive and controlling”). 


Given the high level of property interest in one’s license, we suggest that cases that 
indicate the invocation can be held against one who invokes in the civil context (Montoya, for ™ 
example) would not apply in this case. Instead, we submit that Licensee would not and cannot be 
penalized for protecting both her licensing and penological interests simultaneously. 


Importantly, when an individual asserts the right to remain silent, it is not an 
admission of guilt. To the contrary, in Ohio v. Reiner, the United States Supreme Court held: 


[W]e have never held . . . that the privilege is unavailable to those who claim 
innocence. To the contrary, we have emphasized that one of the Fifth 
Amendment's “basic functions . . . is to protect innocent men... ‘who otherwise 
might be ensnared by ambiguous circumstances.’”” Grunewald v. United States, 
353 U.S. 391, 421 (1957) (emphasis in original). In Grunewald, we recognized that 
truthful responses of an innocent witness, as well as those of a wrongdoer, may 
provide the government with incriminating evidence from the speaker’s own 
mouth. 353 U.S., at 421-422. 


532 U.S. 17, 21 (2001). Licensee wants to tell her side of what occurred (and importantly, what did 
not occur). However, on advice of counsel, she cannot make detailed statements because of the 
need to protect her Constitutional right to silence. 


9. Have you taken controlled substances and/or prescription only medications for 
personal use that were filled and intended for animal patient use and replaced them with a different 
medication? If so, please explain, how, what, why, when and where the incident(s) occurred. 


prescriptions. 
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11. Have you even been arrested or charged with a crime relating to the 
illegitimate use of controlled substances, illegal narcotics and/or prescription medication? If so, please 
explain in detail what transpired including date(s) and outcome of occurrence(s) and provide any and 
all documentation surrounding the incident(s). 


No. 


Complaint No. 22-136 


This Complaint involves an allegation that Licensee was impaired in relation to a 
mobile clinic visit on June 9, 2022. The relevant records are attached hereto as Exhibit 2. The 
relevant text messages are attached hereto as Exhibit 3. Although Licensee interacted with an 
individual, IK, IK’s husband filed the Complaint. As a result, we refer to the wife as IK and the 
husband as Complainant. Please note, Licensee has never met, nor interacted with, Complainant 
himself. 


Overview of treatment. 


Licensee first saw the cat, Bimba, on May 26, 2022.2 The cat was a stray who had 
kittens recently. IK requested that Licensee check on the kittens, and paid Licensee $200 for the visit 
and travel. (Licensee typically charges per animal; however, as a courtesy, Licensee only charged for 
the visit with Bimba.) 


Bimba had a fever and was lethargic. Licensee provided amoxicillin for Bimba, along 
with a subcutaneous fluid’s treatment. As to the kittens, they appeared to need mucus removed 
from their faces, noses, and eyes. Licensee cleaned mucus off the kittens, and they began to move 
around, and ultimately began to nurse from Bimba. She prescribed drops for the kittens to address 
the discharge, and amoxicillin for likely infections. She instructed IK on the use of the medications 
and left. 


On May 27, 2022, IK contacted Licensee and asked about anti-inflammatories. 
Licensee told IK that anti-inflammatories could not be used because they can transfer to the mother’s 
milk during nursing and possibly harm the kittens. 


On June 9, 2022 at 7:18 a.m., IK contacted Licensee and told her that she had taken 
one of the kittens to an emergency vet the day before because of swelling, a lack of defecation, 
lethargy, and fever. Licensee responded and asked whether IK wanted Licensee to do a follow-up 
visit that day. Licensee ultimately told IK that she could arrive around 2:45 p.m. Licensee had to 
euthanize an elderly cat earlier in the day and needed to drop the body off at the crematorium. 
While at the crematorium, she received an emergency call from another pet owner with a sick puppy 
in Peoria. Typically, Licensee takes the case that is the furthest away from the east side of the Valley 


2 The Complaint incorrectly refers to the deceased kitten as Bimba. This is incorrect. To our 
knowledge the kittens were not named. 
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first and works her way back home to the east Valley. Given the severity of illness of the puppy, she 
opted to go to Peoria first. Licensee erred in not notifying IK prior to changing plans. 


At 4:37 p.m., IK texted Licensee and asked for a status update. IK inadvertently texted 
IK back, thinking she was texting the Peoria pet owner, and said she was on her way. When she 
realized her error, around 6:11 p.m., she told IK about the delay. She completed her visit with the 
puppy around 7:50 p.m., stopped and got gas, and then checked in with IK. 


Upon her arrival at IK’s complex, she checked her gear and checked her generator. She 
then approached the apartment. IK was confrontational with Licensee about her being late, and 
Licensee ultimately did not treat the kittens that evening due to IK being aggressive. 


The treatment of Bimba and kittens met the standard of care. 


At the time she saw the animals, they presented with a fever, lethargy, and the kittens 
had mucus obstructing their breathing. She properly treated Bimba and the kittens and put them on 
antibiotics. Fortunately, once the kittens were cleaned up, they began to nurse, which was a 
significant improvement in their conditions. 


Complainant expressed concerns about why Licensee did not start with Clavamox 
(veterinary Augmentin), given that the emergency vet ultimately prescribed it for the kitten. As the 
Board is aware, Clavamox has more side effects, and the standard of care is to start with amoxicillin. 
In addition, because the kitten possibly had developed cellulitis or an abscess after the initial care, as 
noted by the emergency vet, it made sense to switch to Clavamox.? 


Notably, Complainant does not attribute the kitten’s death to Licensee. 
Response to other allegations. 


Licensee acknowledges that, in her attempt to accommodate IK, she overcommitted 
and misestimated when she would be able to check on the kitten. However, she was not impaired by 
any substance. 


When she arrived at the complex, Licensee did take some time to complete 
documentation, check her supplies, and check her generator. However, once she completed that, 
she attempted to make contact with IK. IK was aggressive and rude, and ironically, it was IK who 
smelled of alcohol and appeared to have been drinking. Notably, Complainant does not appear to 
have settled on whether Licensee was drunk or high, which calls into question the reliability of the 
Complaint. In some areas, Complainant claims that she was either drunk or high, in another area of 


3 Although it is not Licensee’s role to question the provision of care by the emergency vet, anal sac 
abscesses are not seen commonly in cats and even less commonly in kittens. It is possible that the 
kitten should have been hospitalized at the emergency vet given the increase in symptoms and the 
poor prognosis given per IK. 
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the Complaint, Complainant claims “we smell alcohol,” and in yet another area of the Complaint, 
Complainant claims Licensee was “high for sure.” These discrepancies should raise some questions 
for the Board as to the accuracy of the Complainant’s account. 


Licensee notes that there was something of a language barrier during their prior 
interactions and supposes that this could have contributed to the miscommunication.: However, she 
unequivocally denies she was impaired on the evening of her interaction with IK. 


In closing regarding this Complaint, Licensee apologizes for the delay in her ability to 
provide services to the kitten. However, she was not impaired, and instead delayed by a long and 
difficult day that included euthanizing a very sick cat and treating a puppy across the Valley with 
emergency needs. 


* Ok 


Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the allegations. Please contact us if you 
require further information. 


Sincerely, 
MITCHELL | STEIN | CAREY | CHAPMAN, PC 
By: 

Flynn P. Carey 


cc: Licensee 


VICTORIA WHITMORE 
- EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - 


DOUGLAS A. DUCEY 
- GOVERNOR - 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 
1740 W. ADAMS ST., STE. 4600, PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85007 
PHONE (602) 364-1-PET (1738) ¢ FAX (602) 364-1039 
VETBOARD.AZ.GOV 


INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION REPORT 


TO: Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
FROM: Investigative Division 
RE: Case: 22-136 


Complainant(s): Fabrizio Cali 
Respondent(s): Maya Bellapianta, DVM (License: 6367) 


. SUMMARY:. . APPLICABLE STATUTES AND RULES: 
Complaint Received at Board Office: 6/13/22 .Laws as Amended August 2018 
Board Discussion: 7/20/22 ' (Lime Green); Rules as Revised 


_september 2013 (Yellow). 


On May 26, 2022, “Bimba,” a 3-week-old female kitten was seen by Respondent. along with 
the mother cat and two other kittens in the litter. The cats were. examined and Respondent 
dispensed Amoxicillin and eye drops. 

On June 8, 2022, the kitten became worse therefore was presented to an emergency facility 
where an abscess in the anal.area was identified and treated. 

The following day, Complainant's wife contacted Respondent and a follow.up appointment 
. was made for later that day; Respondent was: projected to arrive around 2:00pm. 

Around 9:00pm Respondent finally arrived: According to Ms. Kudosova, Respondent 
‘remained in her vehicle for another hour: Ms. Kudosova decided to approach Respondent: she: 
- stated Respondent: appeared to be impaired based om her mobility, confusion, odd behavior, 

and odor.of her breath. Respondent denied she was impaired; however Ms. Kudosova refused 
services and went back inside her apartment. 

Respondent continued to exhibit.odd behavior and did not leave the property until 

midnight. 


22-136, MAYA BELLAPIANTA, DVM 


PROPOSED ‘FINDINGS of FACT': 


1. On May 26, 2022, “Bimba,” a 3-week-old female kitten was seen by Respondent along with 
the mother cat and two other kittens in the litter. The cats were examined and Respondent 
dispensed Amoxicillin and eye drops. 


2. On June 8, 2022, the kitten became worse therefore was presented to an emergency facility 
where an abscess in the anal area was identified. The kitten was febrile, antibiotics were 
switched to Clavamox and it was recommended to apply warm compresses and follow up with 
the regular veterinarian. 


3. The following day, Complainant's wife, Ms. Kudosova, contacted Respondent and a follow 
Up appointment was made for later that day; Respondent was projected to arrive around 
2:00pm. 


4. Around 9:00pm Respondent finally arrived. According to Ms. Kudosova, Respondent remained 
in her vehicle for another hour. Ms. Kudosova decided to approach Respondent; she stated 
Respondent appeared to be impaired based on her mobility, confusion, odd behavior, and 
odor of her breath. Ms. Kudosova asked Respondent if she had been drinking or taken any 
drugs — Respondent denied she was impaired. Ms. Kudosova refused services as she was 
concerned with her safety. Respondent continued to deny she was impaired while making 
weird movements, stopping suddenly, appearing disoriented and looking around. Ms. Kudosova 
offered to get Respondent medical assistance — Respondent declined. Ms. Kudosova repeated 
that she was refusing her veterinary services and went back inside her apartment. 


5. Ms. Kudosova contacted her neighbor to keep an eye on Respondent as she was still 
concered for her safety. Thirty minutes later, the neighbor reported that Respondent's vehicle 
was still running but no one was in the cab. Close to midnight Ms. Kudosova's surveillance 
camera on her patio triggered and she saw Resondent walking on the pathway and walking in 
circles. At this point, Ms. Kudosova called the police to check on Respondent however she left 
the property before she got off the phone with the 911 dispatcher. 


6. On June 14, 2022, a Letter of Inquiry was sent to Respondent. To date, she has not responded 
to the complaint. 


The information contained in this report was obtained from the case file, which includes the 


complaint, the respondent's response, any consulting veterinarian or witness input, and any 
other sources used to gather information for the investigation. 


TR 


Tracy A. Riendeau, CVT 
Investigative Division 
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL, EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF : 


MAYA BELLAPIANTA, DVM COMBINED CASES: 22-136 AND 23-03 
HOLDER OF LICENSE NO. 6367 FOR RD 
THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY INTERIM CONSENT AGREEMENT 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA 


RESPONDENT. 


By mutual agreement and understanding between the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board ("Board") and Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
("Respondent"}, the parties enter into this Interim Consent Agreement for 
Probation and Evaluation ("Interim Consent Agreement”). 


RECITALS 

Respondent understands and agrees that: 

ty The Board may adopt this Interim Consent Agreement, or any part 
thereof, pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 ef seq. and A.R.S. § 41-1092.07 (F) (5). 

2. Respondent has read and understands this Interim Consent 
Agreement as set forth herein, and has had the opportunity to discuss this 
Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney or has waived the opportunity to 
discuss this Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney. Respondent 
voluntarily enters into this Interim Consent Agreement and by doing so agrees 


to abide by all of its terms and conditions. 
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3. By entering into this Interim Consent Agreement, Respondent freely 
and voluntarily relinquishes all rights to an administrative hearing on the matters 
set forth herein, as well as all rights of rehearing, review, reconsideration, 
appeal, judicial review or any other administrative and/or judicial action, 
conceming the matters related to the Interim Consent Agreement. 

4, Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement does 
not constitute a dismissal or resolution of this matter or any matters that may be 
currently pending before the Board and does not constitute any waiver, 
express or implied, of the Board's statutory authority or jurisdiction regarding 
any other pending or future investigations, actions, or proceedings. Respondent 
also understands that acceptance of this Interim Consent Agreement does not 
preclude any other agency, subdivision, or officer of this State from instituting 
civil or criminal proceedings with respect to the conduct that is the subject of 
this Interim Consent Agreement. Respondent does not intend her acceptance 
of this Interim Consent Agreement to constitute an admission of any fact or 
facts and she enters into this agreement as an interim compromise of a 
pending matter. Respondent further does not relinquish her rights to an 
administrative hearing, rehearing, review, reconsideration, judicial review or 
any other administrative and/or judicial action, concerning the matters related 
fo a final disposition of this matter, unless she affirmatively does so as part of the 


final resolution of this matter. 
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5. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing this 
Interim Consent Agreement and returning it to the Board's Executive Director, 
Respondent may not revoke her acceptance of this interim Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to it. Any modification of this original 
document is ineffective and void unless mutually approved by the parties in 
writing. 

é. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement shall 
not become effective unless and until it is signed by the Board's Executive 
Director on behalf of the Board. 

7. Respondent understands and agrees that if the Board does noi 
adopt this Interim Consent Agreement, she will not assert in any future 
proceedings that the Board's consideration of this Interim Consent Agreement 
constitutes bias, prejudice, prejudgment, or other similar defense. | 

8. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement is a 
public record that may be publicly disseminated as a formal action of the 
Board. 

9. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Aapsewent does 
not alleviate her responsibility to comply with the applicable license-renewal 
statutes and administrative rules. If this Interim Consent Agreement remains in 
effect at the time Respondent's licenses come up for renewal, she must renew 
her licenses if she wishes to retain them. If Respondent elects not fo renew her 


licenses as prescribed by statute and administrative rule, Respondent's licenses 
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will not expire, but rather, by operation of law (A.R.S. § 32-3202), they will be 
suspended until the Board takes final action in this matter. Once the Board 
takes final action, in order for Respondent to be licensed in the future, she must 
submit a new application for licensure and meet ail of the requirements set 
forth in the statutes and rules at that time. 

10. Respondent understands that any violation of this Interim Consent 
Agreement constitutes unprofessional conduct under A.R.S. § 32-2232(18), 
violating a written board order, and may result in disciplinary action under 


A.R.S. §§ 32-2234. 


DATED this_!S day of__Marclh— 2023. 


— 


Maya Béllapignta/DVM 


Respondent understands and agrees that: 


INTERIM FINDINGS OF FACT 
1. Respondent is the holder of license number 6367 for the practice 
of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. She is also the holder of 
premises license number R2745 for Bella Vet (mobile clinic). 


2. On June 13, 2022, the Board 


Respondent's client alleging, among other things, that Respondent arrived to 
her home in an impaired state to provide veterinary services to Complainant's 
cat. (Case No. 22-136). 

3. On July 11, 2022, the Board received a second complaint against 


Respondent. (Case No. 23-03). The complaint was filed by HonorHealth Osborn 
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Medical Center. Among other things, the complaint advised the Board that 
Respondent had been hospitalized due to overdosing on controlled 
substances Respondent obtained from her mobile veterinary practice. 

4, On July 23, 2022, Respondent entered into an Interim Consent 
Agreement which suspended Respondent's veterinary license and ordered her 
to undergo a substance abuse evaluation by an addictionologist, which was 
timely completed. The Board has reviewed the evaluation report. 

5. On December 28, 2022, Respondent entered into a 2°4 Interim 
Consent Agreement which removed the Suspension status on her license and 
allowed her to return to practice veterinary medicine subject to terms and 
conditions that are contained within this 3 Interim Consent Agreement. On 
January 10, 2023 a corrected version of the 24 interim Consent Agreement 
was executed; the original conditions and deadlines for action remain. 

6. On January 18, 2023, the Board reviewed a self-report from 
Respondent related to a June 12, 2022 DUI charge; the report had been 
submitted to the Board on December 28, 2022. The Board voted to modify the 
interim Consent Agreement (ICA) to include a requirement that Respondent 
undergo a. drug test that day, obtain a re-evaluation by Dr. Keene that 
included the newly disclosed charge information, and complete the previously 
ordered evaluations by February 27, 2023. The revised ICA was to include a 
provision for immediate suspension if the January 18, 2023 drug test was 
positive or if any violation of the current or modified ICA occurred. 

7. On February 13, 2023 Dr. Keene provided to the Board an 
addendum to his November 8, 2022 initial report. His conclusions and diagnosis 


were modified after reviewing the new information provided. 
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8. On February 15, 2023, the Board noted that Respondent had 
renewed her premises license but not her veterinary license. At the time of the 
Board meeting, Respondent's veterinary licenses was in Lapsed status. The 
Board also reviewed Dr. Keene's updated assessment and requested more 
modifications of the Interim Consent Agreement as described in_ this 


document. 


INTERIM CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. The Board possesses subject matter and personal jurisdiction over 
Respondent pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 et seq. 

2 The Board is authorized to enter into an interim consent agreement 
with a veterinarian to limit or restrict their ability to work in order to protect the 
public and ensure that the professional is able to safely engage in the practice 
of veterinary medicine pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 


INTERIM ORDER 
Based on the Interim Findings of Fact and Interim Conclusions of Law, 
and pursuant to the authority granted to the Board: 


!T IS HEREBY ORDERED that Respondent's license be suspended until he 
license Is reinstated and she submits evidence to the Board that she has begu 
a Board-approved substance abuse recovery program and/or treatment with a 
Board-approved relapse prevention provider. The Board’s designee may gran 


approval in lieu of the Board to expedite any matters. 
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Once Respondent reinstates her veterinary license and has met thes 


terms for the license to be removed from suspension status, the license wil 


remain in Probation status while she Implements the following terms an 


conditions and until the Board takes further action on this matter. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SUSPENSION/PROBATION 


1. During the period that Respondent's license Is in Probation status, an 


violation of the Interim Consent Agreement, as determined by th 


Board, will result in Immediate suspension of the license. 


Evaluations and Reports 


2.a. Respondent shall cause her Board-approved neurology evaluator 


submit a report of the evaluation directly to the Board within 1 
calendar days following the evaluation. 

Respondent shall undergo an evaluation by a Board-approve 
licensed psychiatrist by March 31, 2023; Dr. Keene is approved as the 
evaluating psychiatrist. If Dr. Keene states that his original substanc 
evaluation contained a_ psychiatric evaluation component, thi 
requirement will be considered fulfilled. 

Respondent is responsible for all expenses related to the evaluations, 
subsequent reports, and any testing that is part of the evaluations. Th 


evaluators will be conducting the evaluations and issuing reports solel 
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for the benefit of the Board and is not treating Respondent as- 


patient. 


. The evaluation reports shall, among other things, specifically note th 


assessment tools used, and address whether Respondent has or ma 
have neurological and/or mental health issues that -may impair he 
ability to safely and competently engage in the practice of veterinar 
medicine, and, fo the extent applicable, whether any limitation 
should be placed on Respondent's employment in a veterinar 
medical facility or practice of her own. If appropriate, an 
recommendations for treatment or additional festing/evaluation 


should also be described in the evaluators’ reports. 


. Respondent shall provide a copy of the Interim Consent Agreement 


2nd Interim Consent Agreement, and this 3¢ Interim Consen 
Agreement to the evaluators and shall sign a consent form to releas 
the reports and all confidential evaluation notes and/or records to the 


Board. 


. Because Respondent is undergoing these evaluations under thi 


agreement, she shall instruct her attorney, if represented, not t 
contact the evaluators directly. Any questions or concerns must b 


addressed to Board staff. 
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RANDOM DRUG TESTING 


3.a. Respondent shall identify a drug testing provider and arrange to 


3.6. 


undergo twice-monthly random drug testing, which includes testing 
for ketamine. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Interim 
Consent Agreement to the testing laboratory and shall sign a 
consent form to release the results of the tests directly to the Board. 
Respondent shail limit her communications with the testing 
laboratory to SchaduIng and the testing itself. 

For random urine drug testing, Respondent shall suomit a urine 
specimen a minimum of twice per month until receiving written 
authorization from the Board or its designee that the frequency of 
drug testing may be reduced. Respondent may be required to 
submit a specimen more frequently, as determined by the Board or 


its designee. 


. Respondent shall provide, in advance of fravel or unavailability, a 


least three (3) calendar days’ written notice to the drug testin 
program and to the Board's designee of any out-of-town travel o 
other unavailability to test. All requests to be temporarily excuse 
from drug testing must be approved in advance by the. Board or it 


designee. 


3.d. Within 7 calendar days of a missed drug test due to an unexpecte 


illness, Respondent shall provide the Board or the Board's designe 
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with written documentation from a medical provider stating tha 
the medical provider personally examined Respondent on the da 
of the missed drug test and that Respondent was not physical 


able to report to the laboratory for drug testing. 


3.e. At any time during the term of this Interim Consent Agreement, failin 


to submit to two or more random drug tests; or failing to submit to a 
drug test on a day when a drug test has been requested by th 
Board, its designee, or the drug testing program will constitute 
noncompliance with this agreement and Respondent's licens 


status shall be reviewed by the Board. 


3.f. Any occurrence of the following constitutes noncompliance with thi 


interim Consent Agreement, subject to further review if contested i 
writing by Respondent: a positive drug test showing evidence of an 
substance other than an authorized drug; submission of a specime 
for which the integrity has been compromised, as indicated by the 
presence of adulterants; or submission of a urine sample that is belo 
the acceptable volume or outside of the temperature range to b 
tested. If Respondent contests the results, Respondent shall, within 
days of being notified of the noncompliance, submit a written 
request for further review and Respondent's reason(s) for confestin 
the results. If contested, the alleged noncompliance shall b 


investigated by Board staff and reviewed and substantiated by the 
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RELAPSE PREVENTION COUNSELING/TREATMENT 


4.a, Respondent's selection for an individual to provide relapse preventio 


Board's designee, including a written verification attesting to th 
validity and reliability of Respondent's drug testing results from the 
Toxicologist or Medical Review Officer affiliated with the drug testin 
program or laboratory. If, after the investigation and review, 
noncompliance is substantiated, the Board will review Respondent' 
compliance with the agreement and may take further action to limi 
Respondent’s practice. 

At any time during the term of this Interim Consent Agreement. i 
Respondent submits two (2) or more dilute urine specimens, th 
Board or Board's designee may direct Respondent to ceas 
practicing as a veterinarian pending further determination by the 
Board or the Board's designee; and, Respondent shall not return t 
practice until receiving written authorization from the Board or th 
Board's designee. If Respondent is providing veterinary services unde 
practices other than her own, the Board's designee may notif 
Respondent's employer(s) that Respondent is required to ceas 


practice until further notice. 


counseling was approved by the Board's designee on March 6, 202 
with the understanding that the first available appointment wa 


March 27, 2023. It is further understood that the counselor agreed to 
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provide a minimum of monthly therapeutic counseling sessions an 


submit quarterly progress reports to the Board. 


. The Board-approved provider of relapse prevention counselin 


sessions shall submit quarterly reports directly to the Board which focu 
on addressing the areas as set forth in Dr. Keene's evaluation repor 
and shall report on Respondent’s attendance at counseling sessions; 
Reports shall also include recommendations for any recognized nee 

for other types or frequency of counseling/treatment. 

The first report is due 30 days after Respondent's first appointment, 
and quarterly thereafier at least one week prior to the regularl 


scheduled Board meeting. 


RECOVERY PROGRAM 


5.a. 


Respondent shall immediately enroll in a recovery program and shal 
attend program meetings in person a minimum of 3 times per week 
Respondent shall obtain a sponsor and the sponsor shall provid 
monthly reports directly to the Board attesting to Respondent’ 


attendance and participation. 


. Respondent shall notify the Board or cause her legal representative t 


notify the Board within 5 calendar days after the first meeting sh 
attends. The notice shall contain the name of the program, locatio 
of the meeting attended, meeting date, and be signed by 


representative of the program. 
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ABSTAIN FROM ALCOHOL AND ILLICIT/CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES 


6.. Respondent shall abstain from alcohol and alcohol-containin 
substances and any illicit/controlled substances unless provided in a 
emergency room/hospital setting or by a licensed healthcare provide 
who has reviewed the Interim Consent Agreement. Respondent shal 
discontinue the use of previously.prescribed benzodiazepines. 

RESTRICTIONS ON USE/ACCESS TO KETAMINE 

7. Respondent shall not prescribe, administer, or have access t 

. Ketamine. 


UTILIZE ONE MEDICAL PROVIDER FOR REVIEW OF ALL MEDICATIONS 


8. Throughout the duration of this Interim Consent Agreement 
Respondent shall cause Dr. Hazel, or another Board-approve 
medical doctor (M.D.), fo review all medications prescribed t 
Respondent from all sources and provide monthly reports to th 
Board. 

USE OF ONE PHARMACY/PHARMACY PROFILES 

9.a. Throughout the duration of this Interim Consent Agreement, 
Respondent shall use only one pharmacy from which to obtain he 
prescriptions. On January 12, 2023, Respondent submitted the nam 


of every pharmacy from which she was currently obtainin 
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prescription medications, and included the name of the pharmac 
from which she chose to obtain future prescriptions. 

9.6. Throughout the duration of this Interim Consent Agreement, 
Respondent must inform the Board in writing within 7 calendar day 
of any additions or changes in pharmacies from which Responden 
obtains medications. 

9.c. Respondent shall submit a copy of all pharmacy profiles to the Boar 
on a quarterly basis according to the assigned reporting due dates 
and upon request from the Board or its designee. 

BOARD MEETING APPEARANCES 

10. Respondent shall appear in: person or, if residing out of state 
telephonically, for interviews with the Board on a monthly basis a 
scheduled by the Board's Executive Director or designee. 

NOTIFICATION OF ADDRESS OR EMPLOYMENT CHANGES 

11.a. Respondent shall provide written notice to the Board or its designe 
within 7 calendar days of any change in employment or hom 
address. Changes. in employment include, but is not limited to, 
change in veterinary supervisor, the acceptance, resignation, o 
termination of employment, including relief work. 

11:b. Any setting in which Respondent accepts employment, whic 
requires veterinary licensure or which requires Respondent to work i 


an environment in which veterinary services are provided, shall b 
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provided with a copy of the Interim Consent Agreement on o 
before the date of hire. Within 14 calendar days of Respondent' 
date of hire, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor t 
inform the Board, in writing and on employer letterhead 
acknowledgment of the supervisor's receipt of a copy of this Interi 


Consent Agreement. 


OTHER REQUIREMENTS 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


In addition to the neurologist and psychiatrist evaluation, the Boar 
may, in its discretion, require Respondent, at her expense, t 
undergo any other type of medical, physical, or mental examinatio 
{or any combination) that the Board finds necessary to determin 
Respondent's ability to safely and competently practice veterinar 
medicine. 

Respondent understands that her veterinary license expired 
December 31, 2022 and is in Lapsed status. If she wants fo regai 
her license she must apply for license reinstatement and the Boar 
shall determine whether to granf the reinstatement. 


Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 


The Board's affirmative approval to permit Respondent to return ft 


practicing under her license shall not preclude the Board from takin 
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any other action it deems appropriate based upon the conduct se 
forth in the Interim Findings of Fact, 

16. if Respondent does not comply with all of the terms and conditions o 
this Interim Consent Agreement, the suspension shall be reinstate 
until the Board determines that Respondent can safely an 


competently return to practice. 


Dated this /5”_ day of Marek, , 2023. 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
EXAMINING RD 


By: 


ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD 
Victoria Whitmore 
Executive Director 


ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this 


day of W7)axc4 __, 2023 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Suite 4600 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 


COPY of the foregoing mailed by 
Certified, return receipt U.S. mail 


this_s5* day of 97ant—__, 2023 to: 


Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
(address on file with the Board) 


Copy of the foregoing sent wee regular mail and email 
this /5* day of ae 


2023 to: 
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Flynn Carey, Esq. 

Mitchell, Stein, Carey and Chapman, PC 
2600 North Central Avenue, Suite 1000 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


flynyn@mscclaw.com 
Attorneys for Respondent 


CoPyY of the foregoing emailed this 
Ls day of Gant _, 2023 to: 


Marc Harris, Assistant Attorney General 
Marc.Harris@azag.gov 
Attorney for+he State of Arizona 


By: Pr Trane, 
Board Staff 


Page 17 of 17 


25 


26 


BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF : 

MAYA BELLAPIANTA, DVM COMBINED CASES: 22-136 AND 23-03 
HOLDER OF LICENSE NO. 6367 FOR 25D INTERIM CONSENT 

THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AGREEMENT 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA 


RESPONDENT. 


By mutual agreement and understanding between the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) and Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
(“Respondent”), the parties enter into this Interim Consent Agreement for 
Suspension and Evaluation (“Interim Consent Agreement"). 


RECITALS 

Respondent understands and agrees that: 

1. The Board may adopt this Interim Consent Agreemeni, or any part 
thereof, pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 et seq. and A.R.S. § 41-1092.07(F) (5). 

2. Respondent has read and understands this Interim Consent 
Agreement as set forth herein, and has had the opportunity to discuss this 
Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney or has waived the opportunity io 
discuss this Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney. Respondent 
voluntarily enters into this interim Consent Agreement .and by doing so agrees 


to abide by all of its terms and conditions. | 
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3. By entering into this Interim Consent Agreement, Respondent freely 
and voluntarily relinquishes all rights to an administrative hearing on the matters 
set forth herein, as well as all rights of rehearing, review, reconsideration, 
appeal, judicial review or any other administrative and/or judicial action, 
conceming the matters related to the Interim Consent Agreement. 

4, Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement does 
not constitute a dismissal or resolution of this matter or any matters that may be 
currently pending before the Board and does not constitute any waiver, 
express or implied, of the Board's statutory authority or jurisdiction regarding 
any other pending or future investigations, actions, or proceedings. Respondent 
also understands that acceptance of this Interim Consent Agreement does not 
preclude any other agency, subdivision, or officer of this State from instituting 
civil or criminal proceedings with respect to the conduct that is the subject of 
this Interim Consent Agreement. Respondent does not intend her acceptance 
of this Interim Consent Agreement to constitute an admission of any fact or 
facts and she enters into this agreement as an interim compromise of a 
pending: matter. Respondent further does not relinquish her rights to an 
administrative hearing, rehearing, review, reconsideration, judicial review or 
any other administrative and/or judicial action, concerning the matters related 
to a final disposition of this matter, unless she affirmatively does so as part of the 


final resolution of this matter. 
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5. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing this 
Interim Consent Agreement and returning it to the Board’s Executive Director, 
Respondent may not revoke her acceptance of this Interim Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to it. Any modification of this original 
document is ineffective and void unless mutually approved by the parties in 
writing. 

6. Respondent understands thai this Interim Consent Agreement shall 
not become effective unless and uniil it is signed by the Board's Executive 
Director on behalf of the Board. 

7. Respondent understands and agrees that if the Board does not 
adopt this Interim Consent Agreement, she will not assert in any future 
proceedings that the Board's consideration of this Interim Consent Agreement 
constitutes bias, prejudice, prejudgment, or other similar defense. 

8. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement is a 
public record that may be publicly disseminated as a formal action of the 
Board. 
not alleviate her responsibility to comply with the applicable license-renewal 
statutes and administrative rules. If this Interim Consent Agreement remains in 
effect at the time Respondent's licenses come up for renewal, she must renew 
her licenses if she wishes to retain them. If Respondent elects not to renew her 


licenses as prescribed by statute and administrative rule, Respondent's licenses 
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9. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement does | 


will not expire, but rather, by operation of law (A.R.S. § 32-3202}, they will be 
suspended until the Board takes final action in this matter. Once the Board 
takes final action, in order for Respondent to be licensed in the future, she must 
submit a new application for licensure and meet all of the requirements set 
forth in the statutes and rules at that time. 

10. Respondent understands that any violation of this Interim Consent 
Agreement constitutes unprofessional conduct under A.R.S. § 32-2232(18), 
violating a written board order, and may result in disciplinary action under 
A.R.S. §§ 32-2234. 


DATED this 0 day of Sanvanry 2023. 


” 


Maya Béllapianta, DVM") 


Respondent understands and agrees that: 


INTERIM FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. Respondent is the holder of license number 6367 for the practice 
of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. She is also the holder of 
premises license number R2745 for Bella Vet (mobile clinic). 

2: On June 13, 2022, the Board received a complaint from 
Respondent's client alleging, among other things, that Respondent arrived to 
her home in an impaired state to provide veterinary services to Complainant's 
cat. (Case No. 22-136). 

3. On July 11, 2022, the Board received a second complaint against 


Respondent. (Case No. 23-03). The complaint was filed by HonorHealth Osborn 
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Medical Center. Among other things, the complaint advised the Board that 
Respondent had been hospitalized due to overdosing on controlled 
substances Respondent obtained from her mobile veterinary practice. 

4, On July 23, 2022, Respondent entered into an Interim Consent 
Agreement which suspended Respondent's veterinary license and ordered her 
to undergo a substance abuse evaluation by an addictionologist, which was 


timely completed. The Board has reviewed the evaluation report. 


INTERIM CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. The Board possesses subject matter and personal jurisdiction over 
Respondent pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 etseq. 

2. The Board is authorized to enter into an interim consent agreement 
with a veterinarian to limit or restrict their ability to work in order to protect the 
public and ensure that the professional is able to safely engage in the practice 
of veterinary medicine pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 


INTERIM ORDER 
Based on the Interim Findings of Fact and Interim Conclusions of Law, 
and pursuant to the authority granted to the Board: 


IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Respondent may return to practice veterina 
medicine subject to the following terms and conditions: 
1.a. Respondent shall undergo evaluations by a Board-approved license 
neurologist and psychologist within 60 calendar days after the Interi 
Consent Agreement becomes effective. The evaluators shall be pre 


approved by the Board or its designee. Respondent is responsible fo 
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l.c. 


1.d. 


all expenses related to the evaluations, subsequent reports, and an 
testing that is part of the evaluations. The evaluators will be conductin 
the.evaluations and issuing reports solely for the benefit of the Boar 
and is not treating Respondent as a patient. Reports shall: b 
submitted directly to the Board by the evaluators within 15 calenda 


days following the evaluations. 


. The evaluation reports shall, among other things, specifically note th 


assessment tools used, and address whether Respondent has.or ma 
have neurological and/or mental health issues that may impair he 
ability to safely and competently engage in the practice. of veterina 
medicine, and, to the extent applicable, whether any limitation 
should be placed on Respondent's employment in a veterina 
medical facility or practice of her own.: If appropriate, an 
recommendations for treatment or additional testing/evaluation 
should also be described in the evaluators’ reports. 

Respondent shall provide a copy of this. 2"¢ Interim Consen 
Agreement and original Interim Consent Agreement to the evaluato 
and shall sign a consent form to release the reports and al 
confidential evaluation notes and/or records to the Board. 

Because Respondent is undergoing these evaluations under thi 


agreement, she shall instruct her attorney, .if represented, not t 
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2.a. 


2.b. 


- ketamine. Respondent shall provide a copy of this Interim Consent 


- specimen a minimum of once per month until receiving written 


designee. 


contact the evaluators directly. Any questions or concerns must b 


addressed to Board staff. 


Respondent shall identify a drug testing provider and arrange to 


undergo monthly random drug testing, which includes testing for 


Agreement to the testing laboratory and shall sign a consent form to 
release the results of the tests directly to the Board. Respondent shall 
limit her communications with the testing laboratory to scheduling 
and the testing itself. 


For random urine drug testing, Respondent shall submit a urine 


authorization from the Board or its designee that the frequency of 
drug testing may be reduced. Respondent may be required to 
submit a specimen more frequently, as determined by the Board or 
its designee. 

Respondent shall provide, in advance of travel or unavailability, a 
least three (3) calendar days’. written notice to the drug testin 
program and to the Board's designee of any out-of-town travel o 
other unavailability to test. All requests to be temporarily excuse 


from drug testing must be approved in advance by the Board or it 
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2.d. Within 7 calendar days of a missed drug test due to an unexpecte 


illness, Respondent shall provide the Board or the Board's designe 
with written documentation from a medical provider stating tha 
the medical provider personally examined Respondent on the da 
of the missed drug test and that Respondent was not physicall 


able to report to the laboratory for drug testing. 


2.e. At any time during the term of this Interim Consent Agreement, failin 


to submit to two or more random drug tests; or failing to submit to 
drug test on a day when a drug test has been requested by th 
Board, its designee, or the drug testing program will constitut 
noncompliance with this agreement and Respondent's licens 


status shall be reviewed by the Board. 


2.f. Any occurrence of the following constitutes noncompliance with thi 


Interim Consent Agreement, subject to further review if contested i 
writing by Respondent: a positive drug test showing evidence of an 
substance other than an authorized drug; submission of a specime 
tor which the integrity has been compromised, as indicated by th 
presence of adulterants; or submission of a urine sample that is belo 
the acceptable volume or outside of the temperature range to b 
tested. If Respondent contests the results, Respondent shall, within 
days of being notified of the noncompliance, submit a writte 


request for further review and Respondent's reason(s) for contestin 
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the results. If contested, the alleged noncompliance shall b 
investigated by Board staff and reviewed and substantiated by th 
Board's designee, including a written verification attesting to th 
validity and reliability of Respondent's drug testing results from th 
Toxicologist or Medical Review Officer affiliated with the drug testin 
program or laboratory. If, after the investigation and review. 
noncompliance is substantiated, the Board will review Respondent’ 
compliance with the agreement and may take further action to limi 
Respondent's practice. | 

At any time during the term of this Interim Consent Agreement, i 
Respondent submits three (3) or more dilute urine specimens, th 
Board or Board's designee may direct Respondent to ceas 
practicing as a veterinarian pending further determination by th 
Board or the Board’s designee; and Respondent shall not return t 
practice until receiving written authorization from the Board or th 
Board's designee. If Respondent is providing veterinary services unde 
practices other than her own, the Board's designee may notfif 
Respondent's employer(s) that Respondent is required to ceas 


practice until further notice. 


3.a. Within 30 calendar days after the effective date of this Interim Consen 


Agreement, Respondent shall identify and submif to the Board, th 


name and contact information of a licensed counselor or therapis 
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3.b. 


6.a. 


who agrees to provide a minimum of monthly therapeutic counselin 
sessions and submit quarterly progress reports to the Board. Th 
provider must be pre-approved by the Board or its designee. 
The Board-approved provider of counseling sessions shall submi 
quarterly reports directly to the Board which focus on addressing th 
areas as set forth in Dr. Kean's evaluation report and shall report o 
Respondent's attendance at counseling sessions. 
Respondent shail abstain from alcohol and alcohol-containin 
substances and any illicit/controlled substances unless provided in a 
emergency room/hospital setting or by a licensed healthcare provide 
who has reviewed the Interim Consent Agreement. Respondent shal 
discontinue the use of previously prescribed benzodiazepines. 
Respondent shall not prescribe, administer, or have access t 
Ketamine. 
Throughout the duration of this Interim Consent Agreement 
Respondent shall use only one pharmacy from which to obtain he 
prescriptions. Within 15 calendar days of the effective date of th 
Interim Consent Agreement, Respondent shall submit in writing to th 
Board the name of every pharmacy and/or facility from which she i 
currently obtaining prescription medications, and shall submit th 
name of the pharmacy from which she chooses to obtain futur 


prescriptions. 
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Nb 


6.6. Throughout the duration of this Interim Consent Agreement 


Respondent must inform the Board in writing within 7 calendar day. 
of any additions or changes in pharmacies from which Responden 


obtains medications. 


6.c. Respondent shall submit a copy of all pharmacy profiles to the Boar 


on a quarterly basis according to the assigned reporting due dates 
and upon request from the Board or its designee. 

Respondent shall appear in person or, if residing out of state 
telephonically, for interviews with the Board on a monthly basis a 
scheduled by the Board's Executive Director or designee. 
Respondent shall provide written notice to the Board or its designe 
within 7 calendar days of any change in employment or hom 
address. Changes in employment include, but is not limited to, 
change in veterinary supervisor, the acceptance, resignation, o 


termination of employment, including relief work. 


8.b. Any setting in which Respondent accepts employment, whic 


requires veterinary licensure or which requires Respondent to work i 
an environment in which veterinary services are provided, shall b 
provided with a copy of the Interim Consent Agreement on o 
before the date of hire. Within 14 calendar days of Respondent’ 
date of hire, Respondent shall cause her immediate supervisor t 


inform the Board, in writing and on employer letterhead 
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acknowledgment of the supervisor's receipt of a copy of this Interi 
Consent Agreement. 

9. In addition to the neurologist and psychologist evaluation, the Boar 
may, in its discretion, require Respondent, at her expense, t 
undergo any other type of medical, physical, or mental examinatio 
{or any combination) that the Board finds necessary to determin 
Respondent's ability to safely and competently practice veterina 
medicine. 


10. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 


11. The Boara’s affirmative approval to permit Respondent to return 1 
practicing under her license shall not preclude the Board from taking any othe 
action it deems appropriate based upon the conduct set forth in the Interi 
Findings of Fact. 


12. If Respondent does not comply with any of the terms and condition 


‘of this Interim Consent Agreement, the suspension shall be reinstated ‘until th 


Board determines that Respondent can safely and competently return t 


practice. 


Dated this_/9"_ day of Ce 2023. 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


By: 


ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD 
Victoria Whitmore 
Executive Director 
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ORIGINAL of the foregoing filed this 
day of —Geeege_, 2023 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Suite 4600 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 


COPY of the foregoing mailed by 


Certified, return receipt U.S. mail 
this_ 78" day of Derg , 2023 to: 


Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
{address on file with the Board) 


COPY of the foregoing emailed this 


/§" day of ~Gtteng—_. 2023 to: 


Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
(email address on file with the Board) 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail and email 


this_Z&?*_ day of Gaon _. 2023 to: 


Flynn Carey, Esq. 

Mitchell, Stein, Carey and Chapman, PC 
2600 North Central Avenue, Suite 1000 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


flypn@mscclaw.com 
Attorneys for Respondent 


COPY of the foregoing emailed this 
16" day of Qeaney , 2023 to: 


Marc Hanis, Assistant Attorney General 
Marc.Haris@azag.gov 
Attorney for the State of Arizona 


By: 
Board Staff 
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF : 

MAYA BELLAPIANTA, DVM COMBINED CASES: 22-136 AND 23-03 

HOLDER OF LICENSE NO. 6367 FOR INTERIM CONSENT AGREEMENT 

THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY FOR SUSPENSION AND 

MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA EVALUATION 
RESPONDENT. 


By mutual agreement and understanding between the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board ("Board") and Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
("Respondent"), the parties enter Into this Interim Consent Agreement for 
Suspension and Evaluation ("Interim Consent Agreement"). 


RECITALS 

Respondent understands and agrees that: 

1. The Board may adopt this Interim Consent Agreement, or any part 
thereof, pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 et seq. and A.R.S. § 41-1092.07(F) (5). 

2. Respondent has read and understands this Interim Consent 
Agreement as set forth herein, and has had the opportunity to discuss this |. 
Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney or has waived the opportunity to 
discuss this Interim Consent Agreement with an attorney. Respondent 
voluntarily enters into this Interim Consent Agreement and by doing so agrees 


to abide by all of its terms and conditions. 
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3. By entering into this Interim Consent Agreement, Respondent freely 
and voluntarily relinquishes all rights to an administrative hearing on the matters 
set forth herein, as well as all rights of rehearing, review, reconsideration, 
appeal, judicial review or any other administrative and/or judicial action, 
concerning the matters related to the Interim Consent Agreement. 

A, Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement does 
not constitute a dismissal or resolution of this matter or any matters that may be 
currently pending before the Board and does not constitute any waiver, 
express or implied, of the Board's statutory authority or jurisdiction regarding 
any other pending or future investigations, actions, or proceedings. Respondent 
also understands that acceptance of this Interim Consent Agreement does not 
preclude any other agency, subdivision, or officer of this State from instituting 
civil or criminal proceedings with respect to the conduct that is the subject of 
this Interim Consent Agreement. Respondent does not intend her acceptance 
of this Interim Consent Agreement to constitute an admission of any fact or 
facts and she enters into this agreement as an interim compromise of a 
pending matier. Respondent further does not relinquish her rights to an 
administrative hearing, rehearing, review, reconsideration, judicial review or 
any other administrative and/or judicial action, concerning the matters related 
to a final disposition of this matter, unless she affirmatively does so as part of the 


final resolution of this matter. 
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5. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that upon signing this 
Interim Consent Agreement and returning it to the Board's Executive Director, 
Respondent may not revoke her acceptance of this Interim Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to it. Any modification of this original 
document is ineffective and void unless mutually approved by the parties in 
writing. 

é. Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement shall 
not become: effective unless and until it is signed by the Board's Executive 
Director on behalf of the Board. 

7. Respondent understands and agrees that if the Board does not 
adopt this Interim Consent Agreement, she will not assert in any future 
proceedings that the Board's consideration of this Interim Consent Agreement 
constitutes bias, prejudice, prejudgment, or other similar defense. 

8. Respondent understands that:this Interim Consent Agreement is a 
public record. that may be publicly disseminated as a formal .action of .the 
Board. 

9: Respondent understands that this Interim Consent Agreement does 
not alleviate her:responsibility to comply with the applicabie license-renewal 
Statutes and :administrative rules. If this Interim Consent Agreement remains in 
effect at the time Respondent's licenses come up for renewal, she must renew 
her licenses if she wishes ‘to retain them. If Respondent elects not to renew her 


licenses as prescribed by statute and administrative rule, Respondent's licenses 
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will not expire, but rather, by operation of law (A.R.S. § 32-3202), they will be 
suspended until the Board takes final action in this matter. Once the Boord 
takes final action, in order for Respondent to be licensed in the future, she must 
submit a new application for licensure and meet all of the requirements set 
forth in the statutes and rules at that time. 

10. Respondent wademenias that any violation of this interim Consent 
Agreement constitutes unprofessional conduct under A.R.S. § 32-2232{18), 
violating a written bourd order, and may result in disciplinary action under 


ARS. §§ 32-2234. 


DATED this_2-2Pday of _ Je ( ¢ 9022. 
ey runare DVM 


Respondent understands and agrees that: 


INTERIM FINDINGS OF FACT 

he Respondent is the holder:of license number 6367 for the practice 
of veterinary medicine In the State of Arizona. She is also the holder of premise 
license number R2745 for Bella Vet [mobile:clinic).. 

2. On June 13, 2022, the Board received a complaint from 
Respondent's client alleging, among other things, that Respondent onived to 
her home in an impaired state to provide veterinary services to Complainant's 
cat. (Case No. 22-136). 

3. On July 11, 2022, the Board received a second compicint against 
Respondent. (Case No. 23-03), The compiaint was filed by HonerHealth Osborn 
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Medical Center. Among other things, the complaint advised the Board that 
Respondent had been hospitalized due to overdosing on controlled 


substances Respondent obtained from her mobile veterinary practice. 


INTERIM CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


1. The Board possesses subject matter and personal jurisdiction over 
Respondent pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201 et seq. 

2. The Board is authorized to enter into an interim consent agreement 
with a veterinarian to limit or restrict their ability to work in order to protect the 
public and ensure that the professional is able to safely engage in the practice 
of veterinary medicine pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 


INTERIM ORDER 
Based on the Interim Findings of Fact and Interim Conclusions of Law, 
and pursuant to the authority granted to the Board: 
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Respondent Is prohibited from engaging in the 


praciice of veterinary medicine in the Siate of Arizona as set forth in A.R.S. § 32 


2201(29) until such time as she submits a written request for the reinstatement ve) 
her license ie the Board and the Board affirmatively approves her request. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Respondent shall not request that her license 
be reinstated until she undergoes and successfully completes a substance 
abuse evaluation by a licensed addictionologist. The addictionologist shall be 
pre-approved by the Board Chalrperson or her. designee. Respondent is 


responsible for all expenses related to the evaluation. The addictionologist will 
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be conducting the evaluation and issuing a report solely for the benefit of the 
Board and is not treating Respondent as a patient. 

As part of the substance abuse evaluation process, Respondent shall 
submit to a hair follicle drug test. The hair follicle drug test must be competed at 
a testing laboratory pre-approved by the Board Chairperson or her designee. 
The results of the hair follicle drug test shall be submitted direcily fo the Board 
and a copy provided to the addictionologist. Respondent shall provide a copy 
of this Interim Consent Agreement to the testing laboratory and shall sign a 
consent form to release the resulis of the test fo the Board. Respondent shall 
limit her communications with the testing laboratory to scheduling and the 
testing Itself. 

Respondent shall also sign a consent form with the addictionologist t 
release her report and all confidential evaluation notes and/or records to th 
Board. The evaluation report shall, among other things, specifically include the! 
assessment tools used, Respondent's ability to practice safely and competent! 
and, if appropriate, any recommendations for treatment. 

Because Respondent is undergoing this evaluation under Board Order sh 
shall instruct her attorney, if represented, not to contact the addictionologis 
directly. Any questions or concerns must be addressed to Board staff. 

In addition to the substance abuse evaluation, the Board may, in it 
discretion, require Respondent, at her expense, to undergo any other type o 


medical, physical or mental examination (or any combination) that the Boar 
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finds necessary to determine Respondent's ability to safely and competent! 
practice veterinary medicine. 

The Board's affirmative approval to permit Respondent to return t 
practicing under her license shall not preclude the Board from taking any othe 
action it deems appropriate based upon the conduct set forth in the Interi 
Findings of Fact. 

Respondent's agreement not to practice under License No. 6367 will b 


considered a suspension of her license. 


Dated this_ 73°" day of Grlye , 2022. 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 


ON BEMALF OF THE BOARD 
Victoria Whitmore: 
Executive Director. 


RIGINAL of the foregoing filed this 
23" day of Judy 2022 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W, Adams St., Suite 4600 
Phoenix, AZ. 85007 


COPY of the foregoing mailed by 
Certified, retum receipt U.S. fnail 
and first class mail this_23°” day 
of —Suty__. 2022 to: 


Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
(address on file with the Board) 
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COPY of the foregoing emailed this 
23" day of pty — 2022 to: 


Maya Bellapianta, DVM 
(email address on file with the Board) 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail and email 
this 23 day of fy 2022 to: 


Flynn Carey, Esq. 

Mitchell, Stein, Carey and Chapman, PC 
2600 North Central Avenue, Suite 1000 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
flynn@mscclaw.com 


Attorneys for Respondent 


of the foregoing emailed this 


oor} 
_ ga" day of pili , 2022 to: 


Marc Harris, Assistant Attorney General 
2005 North Central Avenue, SGD/LES 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
Marc.Haris@azag.gov 

Attorney for the State.of Arizona 


By: hd 
Board Staff 


DOC#10532214 
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